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The principal or designee or the attendance committee, as applica-
ble, shall have authority to offer a student the opportunity to 

demonstrate mastery in a subject or to earn course credit by exam-
ination when the student has had prior instruction in a subject and 
when:  

1. The student is enrolling in the District from a nonaccredited 

school [see FD]; 

2. The student has failed a subject or course; or 

3. The student has earned a passing grade in a subject or 
course but has failed to earn credit or a final grade because of 

excessive absences [see FEC]. 

The Board-approved examinations shall assess the student’s mas-
tery of the essential knowledge and skills and shall be adminis-
tered according to established District procedures. 

Prior to offering a student an opportunity to demonstrate mastery or 
earn credit by this method, an appropriate District employee shall 
review the student’s educational records to determine whether the 
student has had prior instruction in the subject or course. 

In accordance with State Board rules, the Board shall approve pro-
cedures developed by the Superintendent or designee to allow a 
student who is five years old at the beginning of the school year to 
be assigned initially to grade 1 rather than kindergarten. Criteria for 

acceleration may include: 

1. Scores of 80 percent or above on readiness tests or achieve-
ment tests as provided by the District in the areas of language 
arts and mathematics; 

2. Chronological age and observed social and emotional devel-
opment of the student; and 

3. Other criteria deemed appropriate by the campus principal 
and Superintendent. 

A student in grades 1–5 must score 80 percent or above on a crite-
rion-referenced test for the grade level he or she wants to skip in 
each of the following areas: language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies in accordance with Texas Education Code 

28.023. 
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