US Government
Ch. 1 Sec. 1 Notes
Introduction
· _________________________________ is the institution through which a society makes and enforces its public policies.  It is made up of those people who exercise its powers, those who have authority and control over a country’s people.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________ – all the things a government decides to do.  The list of public policy is nearly endless.
Three Basic Government Powers:
1. _______________________________ power – the power to make law and to frame pubic policies;
2. _______________________________ power – the power to execute, enforce, and administer law;
3. _______________________________ power – the power to interpret laws, to determine their meaning, and to settle disputes that arise within the society.
The state: Every state has four characteristics
1. _______________________________ A state must have people, the number of which does not directly relate to its existence.
2. _______________________________ A state must be comprised of land—territory with known and recognized boundaries.
3. _______________________________ Every state is sovereign. It has supreme and absolute power within its own territory and decides its own foreign and domestic policies.
4. _______________________________ Every state has a government — that is, it is politically organized.



Origins of the state:
· The ___________________________ states that one person or a small group took control of an area and forced all within it to submit to that person’s or group’s rule.  __________________________ – those who rule cannot be held responsible to the will of the people.
· The __________________________________ argues that the state evolved naturally out of the early family.
· The __________________________________ holds that God created the state and that God gives those of royal birth a “divine right” to rule.
· The __________________________________ argues that the state arose out of a voluntary act of free people.


The main purposes of government are described in the ______________________ of the Constitution of the United States:
“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”






